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By Nelson Zandbergen

JOHNSTOWN — At least in name, corn and wood are that much closer to forming a
bio-trendy tag team at the industrial park where the Township of
Edwardsburgh/Cardinal has pinned its economic hopes.

Consuming over 20-million bushels of corn annually, Greenfield Ethanol’s sprawling
plant already forms one half of that equation at the site north of County Rd. 2. Still to
come is a ‘wood innovation centre’ that will foster and commercialize new products
made from the hardwood forests of Eastern Ontario — the largest in North America.

The future mix of natural commodities at the site is reflected in the name already used
for the industrial park — and shortly to become official.

"We’re on the verge of incorporating ‘Ontario East Wood Centre & Eco-Industrial
Park,’" declared Sandra Lawn, who oversees the proposed wood centre in her capacity
as project coordinator with the Eastern Ontario Model Forest group.

Speaking to an economic development conference at the South Edwardsburgh
Community Centre Feb. 5., Lawn also hinted that greater things would follow.

"We’re moving very quickly from being a case study towards some very exciting stuff,"
she said.

Though shovels have yet to break ground on the project, a snazzy website lays out
conceptual drawings of the wood centre complex. The federal government provided a
$130,000 grant in 2007 to develop plans for the centre.

With over one million cubic meters of surplus wood in the region, Lawn said there was
future potential for biomass cogeneration, as well as the manufacture of biodegradable
plastics and cellulosic ethananol at the industrial park.

She also revealed that the wood centre has signed a letter of understanding with
neighbouring Greenfield on matters related to research and development.

The presence of the Greenfield plant is considered a key ingredient in the industrial
park’s future growth, as it has excess carbon dioxide and heat that other new
industries could tie into.

Edwardsburgh/Cardinal Mayor Larry Dishaw said the township came close to signing a
firm interested in tapping that heat to process municipal waste into a saleable
"biochar" fertilizer. While that deal fell through, the township continues to pursue a
greenhouse vegetable company, which would require both heat and carbon dioxide
inside a large grow operation.
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