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NICK GARDINER The Recorder and Times Sandra Lawn, 
project manager for the Ontario East Wood Centre in 
Johnstown, speaks at Friday's formal launch of the recently 
incorporated prior to the inaugural meeting of the board of 
directors. 

JOHNSTOWN -- It could be using wood-based carbon sugars 
in diabetes medication. 

Or maybe replacing petroleum products in the local chemical 
industry with homegrown biobased ingredients. 

Those are just two of the many research projects underway at 
Ontario universities and colleges, private agencies and both 
federal and provincial government departments that are 

expected to turn the Ontario East Wood Centre at Johnstown into a marketable reality. 

Such work is still in the very early stages but could spawn significant developments, Jamie Stephen, a fellow 
with the Queen's University Institute for Energy and Environmental Policy, told The Recorder and Times at a 
ceremony Friday to launch the newly incorporated wood centre. 

Stephen said Queen's is working on the research projects mentioned above and is working towards small-scale 
trials to show the benefits of the wood-based products. 

He said demonstration models and facilities would be built at the wood centre to develop large-scale production 
of the products to supply local industry. 

"We're hoping to produce goods that build on the biomass stock we have here," said Stephen. 

"The wood centre is the critical piece for demonstrating trials and bringing start-up companies and established 
companies in for large-scale production." 

Stephen said Johnstown's water, rail and highway access to major markets is an advantage and the high level of 
professional expertise gathered to promote the project is inspiring. 

Moreover, the research must be ongoing so product development keeps up with demands in the marketplace. 

"We constantly need to develop new products to compete on the world stage and we have to have a flexible 
manufacturing process," he said. 

To date, there is still no home for the manufacturing process. 
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The wood centre project, which has been under development for six years, has its headquarters at the Port of 
Prescott grain elevator, where Friday's ceremony was held prior to the inaugural meeting of the board of 
directors. 

Project leader Sandra Lawn, who provided an overview of the wood centre history and its accomplishments to 
close to 40 people at Friday's ceremony, wouldn't make any predictions about when the wood centre's first 
building will rise in the Township of Edwardsburgh-Cardinal industrial park. 

"I've learned you never make those kind of predictions," she told a reporter after her presentation. 

"I live on optimism but in this business, you can't make precise predictions. I hope we'll soon start to see 
developments." 

Lawn had other elements of progress to showcase to an audience that consisted of local municipal leaders, 
including newly minted United Counties Warden Mel Campbell, Edwardsburgh-Cardinal Mayor Bill Sloan and 
Prescott Mayor Brett Todd. 

She said the project will create jobs at a time when they are hard to come by and develop markets for eastern 
Ontario's unique hardwood forests, which have been underutilized since the closing of local pulp and paper 
mills. 

In addition, it will help address larger issues of concern such as fighting climate change and promoting energy 
security, she said. 

Brian Barkley, general manager of the Eastern Ontario Model Forest which is a founding partner of the wood 
centre, told the meeting the area has "great potential" for the development of wood products. 

Barkley said the wood centre brings economics, technology and ecology together. 

"So much of what is going on is anchored here, but the implications go far beyond," he said. 

Barkley said the Port of Prescott is a prime example of a faltering facility that has been turned into a burgeoning 
business through sound management techniques since it was sold for a nominal fee by the federal government 
to the Township of Edwardsburgh-Cardinal. 

Similarly, the two-year-old Greenfield Ethanol Plant has declared itself a partner in the wood centre project and 
the anchor facility for the project. 

Greenfield is looking to develop a greenhouse to grow plants that could be used in ethanol production. 

After the ceremony, the board of directors met to begin setting up administration and committees to continue 
the work of the wood centre project. nickg@recorder.ca  
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